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America’s Golden Door
As the United States prepares to celebrate the

Fourth of July, it is obvious the country continues

to draw like a magnet those who seek a new and

better life. On the surface, it has been an extraor-

dinary year for new citizens.5

By October, roughly 1 million immigrants are

supposed to have been naturalized.

There has been an excited debate over immigra-

tion. The tumult seems to be typical of a country

in the midst of a near-record wave of immigra-10

tion. America appears to be slamming1 the door

to the outside world.

About 800,000 legal immigrants come to this

country each year. The most recent influx2 of

immigrants has contributed to the popularity of15

Republican presidential candidate Patrick Bu-

chanan who considers shutting out new immi-

grants. But the pressure the newcomers create in

society are nothing new, according to Ms. Son-

chik, director of the Phoenix office of the US20

Immigration and Naturalization Service, and

herself a second-generation American.

”It’s growing pains for America,” she says. ”The

Irish weren’t accepted, the Italians weren’t ac-

cepted, the Germans weren’t. Every wave goes25

                                                
1 to slam: shut forcefully and loudly
2 influx: a continuous entry of people (esp. visitors or

immigrants) into a place

through the acceptance period, and the assimila-

tion is often  difficult.”

In 1994, California voters accepted a law which

aimed at eliminating social services, public

schooling, and medical care for illegal immi-30

grants.

This year, Congress took up legislation that

would reduce legal immigration. The two bills3

have been confirmed by both houses.

Those opposed to limitations on immigration35

argue that the system already is adequately con-

trolled and regulated. There are fewer immigrants

now than at the turn of the century: 720,000 in

1995, compared with the peak of 1.3 million in

1907.40

And according to the 1990 census, the number of

foreign-born Americans was 7.9 percent of the

population, lower than at most times since 1850.

Many add that America would be denying itself

the cultural diversity that has made it a great na-45

tion – even if accommodating newcomers often

causes tension4 as Americans try to balance ac-

ceptance of new traditions with a vague idea of

what it means to ”be American.”

Shortened from The Christian Science Monitor, July 5-11, 1996;
336 words.

                                                
3 bill: a draft of proposed legislation
4 tension: Spannung, gespanntes Verhältnis
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Worksheet

1. Vocabulary

Explain the following words by giving paraphrases, definitions, or explanations. Do not use the words in bold
print.

• to consider

(l. 19)

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ +++

• to confirm

(l. 38)

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

+++

• peak (l. 44) _____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

+++

• census (l. 45) _____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

+++

2. Question on the text

Answer the following question on the text. Do  not simply copy from the text, as that will cost you credits.

In your own words, sum up the arguments of those people who oppose limiting immigration to the
United States. 20

3. Translation

Translate into good idiomatic German the passage from line 1 (“As the United States prepares …”) to line
14 (“to the outside world.”). Be especially careful with some of the verbs and verbal expressions that have to
be expressed differently in German. [91 words] 30

Good luck!!!
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